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CHAPTER 26
“Papa!”

The title of this chapter is an affectionate term for the person that Christ has put
in charge of His Church on earth. He is the earthly or visible “Head of the Church”
(the Pope) while Christ is the Heavenly “Head of the Church.” The Pope (Greek -
pappas, a child’s word for father) is Christ’s representative on earth. This chapter
includes the promotion of an understanding that Christ has ordained this person
to lead His Church on earth, to promote unity and to build the body of Christ —His
Church.

“And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I
will give you the keys to the kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in Heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall
be loosed in Heaven.” Matthew 16:18-19

Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter. The Aramaic word kepa, meaning rock and
transliterated into Greek as Kephas is the name by which Peter is called in the St.
Paul’s letters (1 Corinthians 1:12, 3:22,9:5, 15:4, Galatians 1:18,2:9, 11:14).

It is incredibly ironic that Saint Peter’s Basilica (in the Vatican) was built directly
over the tomb of Saint Peter. This author has visited the site under the basilica
where they discovered his remains, minus the bones of his legs (the quickest
way to remove him from the cross, as he was crucified upside down, was with the
sword). The foundations of Saint Peter’s was actually built over his remains,
therefore “upon this rock I will build my church” indeed has an ironic ring to it.

In AD 199, Usabeus, a Christian wrote that at Saint Peter’s tomb there was an altar
that was used for the celebration of the Eucharist. After many delicate excavations
this century, they discovered the altar and then Saint Peter’s remains.

Note that in Matthew 18:18 Jesus also gives the other disciples the power to bind
and loose:

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
Heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven.”

In Matthew 28:17-20 Jesus appears to the Apostles for the first time after His
resurrection. His farewell address is fascinating. Don’t forget, if you knew that you
were leaving those you loved, your last words would be vitally important.

“When they saw him, they worshipped, but they doubted. Then Jesus
approached and said to them. “All power in Heaven and on earth has
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been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”

OK, let’s imagine just for a minute, that you are God and you said the above. How
would you protect your people, your Church, from breaking up into thousands of
factions teaching hundreds of different things to what you intended? You promised
to be with the leaders of your Church, the Church that was just beginning. For a
few years you had been teaching your followers, the future bishops of your Church.
One had betrayed you, a bitter betrayal that led to your death. Another, whom you
instigated as the leader of the others, denied you three times in one day. So how
would you safeguard your Church when your followers make such blunders?

Thinking along those lines does not make it so hard to believe that God could and
did leave His Holy Spirit to safeguard and guide His Church. The key area you
would want to safeguard would be the teaching of your truth. Truth is one and
truth makes one; it brings unity to those who accept it. Truth cannot contradict
itself.

God left his Holy Spirit to make sure the successors of the Apostles — the bishops
of the Catholic and Orthodox (their bishops though divided with the Catholic
Church continued to consecrate other bishops and priests as they had done
previously therefore continuing an authentic succession) Churches — taught the
truth.

So there is a biblical background to infallibility. Before we delve deeper, lets look
at what this authority of infallibility is. It is the freedom from error in teaching the
universal Church in matters of faith or morals. Vatican Council I defined it as:

“The Roman Pontiff [the Pope], when he speaks ex cathedra — that is,
when in discharge of the office of pastor and teacher of all Christians, by
virtue of his supreme apostolic authority, he defines a doctrine regarding
faith or morals to be held by the universal Church, by the divine assistance
promised to him in Blessed Peter, is possessed of that infallibility with
which the divine Redeemer willed that his Church should be endowed in
defining doctrine regarding faith or morals; and therefore such definitions
are irreformable of themselves, and not in virtue of consent of the
Church.” (Denzinger 3074)

The bearer of the infallibility is every lawful Pope as successor of Peter, the Prince
of the Apostles. But the Pope alone is infallible regarding matters of faith or
morals, not others to whom he delegates a part of his teaching authority, for
example, the Roman congregations. The bishops are infallible only when
pronouncing, in union with the Pope, a teaching regarding faith or morals. This
can be done when all the bishops of the Church are assembled in a general council
or scattered over the earth.

The object of infallibility is the teaching of faith or morals. This means especially




138 Born to be Free

revealed doctrine like the Incarnation [The union of the divine nature of the Son of
God with human nature in the person of Jesus Christ]. But it also includes any
non-revealed teaching that is in any way connected with revelation.

The condition of the infallibility is that the Pope speaks ex cathedra. For this s
required that:

1. he have the intention of declaring something unchangeably true; and

2. he speak as shepherd and teacher of all the faithful with the full weight of
his apostolic authority, and not merely as a private theologian or even
merely for the people of Rome or some particular segment of the Church of
God.

So the Pope must make known he is defining an official position of the universal
Church that is to be binding upon all members of the universal Church. This is
generally (he doesn’t have to) done after consultation with the world’s bishops.

The source of infallibility is the supernatural assistance of the Holy Spirit, who
protects the supreme teacher of the Church from error regarding faith or morals
and therefore from misleading the people of God.

The Roman Pontiff (Pope), head of the college of bishops, enjoys this
infallibility in virtue of his office, when, as supreme pastor and teacher of
all the faithful — who confirms his brethren in the faith (cf. Luke 22:32) -
he proclaims in an absolute decision a doctrine pertaining to faith or
morals. For that reason his definitions are rightly said to be irreformable
by their very nature and not by reason of the assent of the Church, in as
much as they were made with the assistance of the Holy Spirit promised
to him in the person of blessed Peter himself...For in such a case the
Roman Pontiff does not utter a pronouncement as a private person, but
rather does he expound and defend the teaching of the Catholic faith as
the supreme teacher of the universal Church, in whom the Church’s
charism of infallibility is present in a singular way. The infallibility
promised to the Church is also present in the body of bishops when,
together with Peter’s successor, they exercise the supreme teaching office.
Now, the assent of the Church can never be lacking to such definitions
on account of the same Holy Spirit’s influence, through which Christ’s
whole flock is maintained in the unity of faith and makes progress in it.
(Vatican Council 11, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Ch I,
Page 380)

In the year AD 449, Saint Peter Chrysologus wrote to Eutyches, “We exhort you
in every respect, honourable brother, to heed obediently what has been written by
the Most Blessed Pope of the City of Rome; for Blessed Peter, who lives and
presides in his own see, provides the truth of faith to those who seek it. For we, by
reason of our pursuit of peace and faith, cannot try cases on the faith without the
consent of the Bishop of the City of Rome.” [2178]
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